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From the Leadership Team 
Hello everyone, 
 
Phonological Awareness 
On Monday this week all Year 3-7 teachers 
met for the second time this term to 
continue their professional learning on how 
to embed phonological awareness into 
their literacy program. 
The session began with each teacher 
sharing the work that they had done in the 
classroom since the last session. There 
were two presentations, one with a spelling 
focus and the other looked at Assistive 
Technology, in particular tools to support 
students with dyslexia. In the final session 
teachers worked with Gaynor to plan 
further phonological work in their class for 
the next two weeks. 
Thank you very much to Gaynor, for her 
leadership and collaboration with the 
Literacy Guarantee Unit and to all our Year 
3-7 teachers for their ongoing professional 
learning to improve literacy outcomes for 
our students. 
 
Student Free Day 
We have a Student Free Day planned for 
this Friday 5th June. 
Staff will work together on One Plans which 
are personalised learning plans for 
students with a verified disability, 
Aboriginal Learners and Children in Care. 
The One Plan includes negotiated aims, 
goals, documents strategic modifications 
and accommodations that the teacher 
makes to enable the student to access the 
curriculum. 
 
Nationally Consistent Collection of Data 
(NCCD) 
The NCCD is an annual collection of 
information about Australian school 
students with disability. The NCCD enables 
schools, education authorities and 
governments to better understand the 
needs of students with a disability and how 
they can best be supported at school. 
Please see the letter attached to this 
newsletter for more details about the 
NCCD. 
 

 
Intervention Feedback 
On Friday all classroom teachers will meet 
with Intervention staff to share anecdotal and 
statistical information about students in 
targeted programs. 
Many thanks to Aaron for his organisation of 
our Student Free Day and to our SSOs, 
many of whom who have changed timetables 
(workdays) to be present on Friday. 
Please note that there are no students at 
school on Friday but OSHC is open.  
Bookings are essential, phone 8264 3283 
to book. 
 
Keeping connected to online support 
Children and young people grow up in a 
highly connected world. Online connections 
are integral to how they live. As parents and 
carers, it’s important to help your child 
manage how and when they are online. 
While at times it may be necessary to limit 
their access, it’s important to remember that 
their online connections can be healthy and 
link them to supportive friends on social 
media or to mental health information and 
services. 
Children and young people need to know 
that it’s ok to reach out to mental health 
professionals when they need advice and 
support. 
We want all children and young people to 
feel respected, in touch and mentally 
healthy. 
We can guide them through complicated 
relationships, no matter where they happen. 
Let’s work together to help them stay safe 
and keep connected. “Esafety” resources 
provide useful information and advice for 
parents and carers to help children have safe 
experiences online. 
 
Mental health resources 
https://kidshelpline.com.au/ 
https://headspace.org.au/eheadspace/ 
 
 
Ros Frost 
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PUPIL FREE DAY FRIDAY 5TH JUNE 2020 

OSHC AVAILABLE - BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL 

PHONE 8264 3283 TO BOOK 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



East Para’s Author of the Month 

 
Jackie French is our Author of the Month and many of her books are on the special display 
shelves in the Resource Centre ready to be borrowed. Many of her books are on the 
Premier's Reading Challenge Lists. 
 

Jackie French is the Australian National Children’s Laureate for 2014 and 2015.  She is also an 
historian, ecologist, dyslexic, and a passionate worker for literacy, the right of all children to be able 
to read, and the power of books.  Jackie’s writing career spans 25 years, 148 wombats, over 140 
books, 36 languages, 3,721 bush rats, and over 60 awards in Australia and overseas. 
Jackie is also dyslexic and patron of literacy programmes across Australia with a wide and deep – if 
accidental – experience in learning differences and methods and their outcomes for students, as 
well as a passionate advocate for equal-opportunity education. She still can't spell. 
Jackie is one of the few writers to win both literary and children’s choice awards.  Hitler’s Daughter 
spent a decade on most of Australia’s kid’s choice award shortlists; among other awards it won the 
2000 CBC Book of the Year for Younger Readers, the UK Wow! Award, a Semi Grand Prix Award 
in Japan and has been listed as a ‘blue ribbon’ book in the USA. Monkey Baa’s production of Jackie 
French’s Hitler’s Daughter the play won both the Helpmann and Drover’s Awards and toured the 
USA in 2013. Pete the Sheep the musical opened in March 2014. Diary of a Wombat, created with 

Bruce Whatley, is also one of Australia’s best-loved picture books. It has been on bestseller lists 
across the world, with a still increasing number of awards and translations. 
Jackie’s vast body of work contains both fictional and non-fictional accounts of the last 60,000 years 
of Australian history, with books like Nanberry:Black Brother White; The Girl from Snowy River, Tom 

Appleby: Convict Boy; The Night They Stormed Eureka; A Day to Remember created with Mark Wilson; 
and Flood, created with Bruce Whatley. Her non-fiction also includes an eight volume history of 
Australia for young people (The Dinkum History series). 
 

Sharon Gibb 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ORDERS NEED TO BE IN 

THURSDAY 18TH JUNE 2020 


